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The National Junior Honor 
Society hosted the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee on 
Thursday, January 
26 at 6:30pm.  
Students from the 
entire school had to 
pass a preliminary 
round in order to 
qualify for this final 
night.  For those 
attending, the 
admission fee was 
four dollars. But 
they didn?t feel bad 
about spending 
that because half of 
the proceeds went 
to the Red Cross! Light 
refreshments were offered 
for the attendees.    

          Approximately forty 
spellers spelled all sorts of 
words pronounced by our 

very own Ms. Bruns. Words 
from the Scripps official list 
were used including words 

like marionette, epithets, and 
ebullience. Competitors 
placing in first, second, or 
third were rewarded with 
monetary prizes. For the 
overall top scorer, they 
received $100, as well as a 

subscription to the online 
Encyclopedia Brittanica. For 
second place, $25 & a 

subscription to the 
online Encyclopedia 
Brittanica was 
awarded. Finally, 
the third place 
competitor received 
a check for 
twenty-five dollars. 
Our winner of the 
finals, spelling the 
incredibly difficult 
word patronymic, 
was Ashley 
Malabanan. The 
second place 

winner was Lalaine Imhoff, 
and the third place winner 
was Troy Kelly.  
Congratulations and great 
job to all spellers and hosts 
of the night! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=fkIJw0Od&id=8746A5ECD4F0EDB67032EA6086BB68C9AE1DBF66&q=bee&simid=607991534482689051&selectedIndex=49
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=fkIJw0Od&id=8746A5ECD4F0EDB67032EA6086BB68C9AE1DBF66&q=bee&simid=607991534482689051&selectedIndex=49


PRESIDENTIAL

INAUGURATION 
BY REBECCA J OL I US

           One of the best days for 
the  president elect, Donald 
Trump, has taken place on 
January 20, 2017. Donald 
Trump planned for his 
inauguration to go smoothly, 
but it was met with 
controversy.                                       

To start, the 60 year 
announcer of the inauguration 
has been replaced by Trump?s 
team, breaking a long standing 
tradition. Many performers 

who were asked to perform, 
rejected the big deal ( saving 
millions though ). But for 
others, many rejoiced the 
induction of our 45th president. 
Many Republicans will be 
satisfied as they aim to obtain 
their goals, with the extra help 
of Donald Trump.  No matter 
what, it?ll definitely will be a fury 
for reporters, who seem to be 
at an ever-going battle with 
Donald Trump, and his claims of 

?fake news?. Overall, this 
inauguration will be a big deal for 
everyone in the United States, as 
it will be a hint to the future of 
our nation. 
           As named the "President of 
the Divided States of America" by 
Time Magazine, Donald Trump will 
have a big responsibility leading 
the United States. As Republicans 
plan to repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act, also known 
as Obamacare, democrats 

" MAKING AMERICA GREAT AGAIN"
struggle to keep the act in 
check. In his first 100 days, he 
plans to cancel environmental 
restrictions as he is a big 
disbeliever of climate change, 
calling it a ?hoax perpetrated by 

the Chinese?. Trump also 
plans to step up against 
cyber attacks and stop 
hacking and put lobbying 
bans into place. 
    Also making news, The 
Women?s March took place 
on Saturday, drawing huge 
crowds and many celebrities 
such as Madonna, Janelle 
Monaé, and America Ferrera. 
It was so enormous, in fact, 

that the actual march to the 
White House could not take 
place, but that didn't stop the 
march. The railways and the 
metro were pretty barren, but 
now it was so full, some 
closed down or had many 
delays. The Women's March 
stood for diversity, feminism, 
civil rights, and tolerance and 
against a lot of things the 
Trump Cabinet stands 
against, such as Planned 
Parenthood and women?s 
rights. The march went strong 
not just in Washington D.C, 
but Los Angeles where 

750,000+ people marched, 
and Chicago which drew 
thousands of people. 
Surprisingly, Donald Trump 
has been quiet about such an 
enormous event.           

Whether you are 
excited or scared about the 
future of your country, this 
weekend has proven to be 
one for history books.  
Hopefully we can stand 
together, not as Republican 
or Democratic, man or 
woman, but as Americans 
and make our country great 
again. 



Aust ralia: During the gold rush 
period, men would ship 
Valentines gifts to their loved 
ones over 1,000 miles away, 
usually they would be gold 
and/or other riches.

Aust r ia: Almost every man in 
Austria would present his 
valentine with a bouquet of 
flowers on Valentine's Day.

Br it ain : British poets are 
known for creating the best 
Valentine's Day poems in the 
world. Sending flowers, 
chocolate, cards, and gifts to 
your one and only is almost a 
necessity. 

France: Boys would go to 
crush's houses and stand 
across the house from their 
valentine, If the man failed to 
be enthralled with his lady, she 
would light a bonfire to show 
her hate for the man she had 
the disconnection with.

Germ any: In Germany the 
common gift is love tokens with 
engraved messages on the 
back. These gifts and not just 
given out on Valentine's Day, 
but the whole year.

It aly: Couples go to a high up 
place and listen to music and 
read poetry. Lots of couples 

would be engaged on 
Valentine's day; it was thought 
to be the most romantic way to 
propose.

Japan: On February 14 the 
women give the man his 
present. Then on ?White Day? 
or the second Valentine's Day 
the man would give the gift 
back to the women. So the 
women would often get a gift 
that she wanted; lots of women 
made their own chocolate.

Spain : Couples would 
exchange gifts usually of the 
red and pink color, just like in 
the United States. 

VALENTINE'S DAY TRADITIONS
BY MYA SCHMI DHAUSER

Okay, most of you 
have probably already 
?flipped? for this idea, so 
CRMS hosted a water bottle 
flipping contest on Friday, 
January 20 in the cafeteria. 
The reason that our school 
wanted to have this event 
is because the Seaside 
Heights Representative, 
Damon Geathers, said that, 
?It?s something for the 
students to enjoy.? In other 
words, something to 
appease the students , to 
entertain them. It was 
simply something fun to 
do.      

The lucky chosen 
people for this contest had 
to try their hardest during 
the contest. As for the 
winners, 3rd place was 
Giovanni LiBassi,  2nd place 
was Todd Mosa, 1st place 
was Kyle McQuillan, and 
finally, the Grand 
Champion, Patrick Trushell!  

Congratulations to 
every single winner and 
even to the people who 
didn?t make it to the top, 
for showing off your 
master water bottle 
flipping skills. As a friendly 
reminder, don?t try and 

FLIP THAT BOTTLE
BY J ASON ABEL

look cool by flipping a water bottle in 
school, then get caught, and get yourself 
into a heap of trouble just because you 
wanted to flip a half full, recyclable, plastic 
bottle. Thanks for a great time and 
congrats again to the winners!     



SPOTLIGHT 

IS ON.....

Congrat ulat ions t o t he 
follow ing st af f  and 
st udent s for  being 
nom inat ed and select ed 
for  Spot l ight  On:

ACADEMICS:

Julianna Rose, Ant hony 
Wandras, Dest iny da Silva, 
Kait lyn Keifer , 
Chr ist opher  Powers

ARTS:

Mia and Madison 
Gennarell i

CHARACTER /  
LEADERSHIP:

Isaiah Br inson, CJ ALicia, 
Mei-Li Velez

STAFF:

Mr . Det t l inger , Mrs. 
Johnst on, Mrs. Van Hise, 
Mrs. Weipz and Ms. 
Murphy 

TOM SWIFTIES
BY D. J .  SAMUEL S

A few months ago I 
recommended a book called 
Sleeping Sleeping Freshman Never 
Lie, by David Lubar.  In that book 
he talks about an author named 
Tom Swifty who wrote sentences 
using dialogue, but he never just 
?said? anything. I will give an 
example. 

?I really like hot  dogs,? Tom said 
f rank ly. Hot dogs are also called 
frankfurters or ?franks?. So that is 
what makes it unique. 

Anyway in the sequel to 
that novel, Sophomores and Other 
Oxymorons, which is a good book 
also, he uses the Tom Swifties as 

a puzzle. To solve the puzzle you 
find the last word. Here is an 
easy example.

?I was only dealt clubs, spades, 
and diam onds,? Tom said 
hear t lessly.  You see in a deck of 
cards there are four suits clubs, 
spades, diamonds, and hearts. 
Since he said he only got 
diamonds, clubs, and spades he 
is heartless.

Try this one! I will give the answer 
in the next issue. 

?Pass me the shellf ish ,? Tom 
said   _____________________. 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION
By  L I L Y RAUSCHER

       Illuminae, by Amie Kaufman, 
is a relatively new and definitely 
unique book that not many 
people have even heard of. Unlike 
any other book in the young adult 
genre, it?s made up of pictures 
and diagrams, instant messages 
and emails, and even diary pages 
and computer generated art. Say 
goodbye to the average book; you 
won?t want to go back after 
reading this. 

       The book is about eighteen 
year-old Kady and Ezra, two 
citizens of an illegal planet and 
two key factors in a brewing war. 
When their home planet is 
destroyed over the very valuable 
mines they hide, they, along with 
the few thousand survivors, are 
forced onto one of three space 
shuttles. They are forced to fight 
their way to each other and to 

their people?s safety. But no one 
told them how hard it would be. 

With flashbacks and hidden 
riddles, it?s a great read for any 
fan of suspense and science 
fiction. Set far into the future, this 
world is technologically advanced, 
equipped with sassy artificial 
intelligence systems and set in ?a 
literal rip in the fabric of space.? 
The mystery reveals itself in 
different layers with plot twists, 
flashbacks, and a war. 

It?s also the first book in a 
trilogy, followed by Gemina and a 
third book that has not been 
released yet. Overall, Illuminae is 
an interesting, unique addition to 
anyone?s library. Don?t miss out 
on the adventure and mystery 
that lies in this book! 



HANGING WITH A BAHAMIAN 
BY J ASON ABEL

RIDDLE TIME
BY LILY RAUSCHER

 Q: What ?s t he cent er  
of  gravit y?

A: The letter ?v?

Q: How do you jum p 
of f  a 100 foot  ladder  
w it hout  get t ing hur t ? 
You can?t  cl im b 
down.

A: Lay it flat on the 
ground

Q: A doct or  and a boy 
are t ravell ing 
t oget her . The boy is 
t he doct or ?s son, but  
t he doct or  is not  t he 
boy?s fat her . How 
does t h is work? 

A: The doctor is the 
boy?s mother

Q: I can br ing t ears t o 
your  eyes, resur rect  
t he dead, m ake you 
sm ile, and even 
reverse t im e. I form  
in an inst ant  but  last  
a l i fet im e. What  am  
I?

A: Memories 

Q: What  has a foot  
but  no leg?

A: A ruler 

           Here we are, 
sitting on the couch, 
enjoying our hot 
cocoa, and sitting by 
the fire. Outside it?s 
snowing, raining like a 
monsoon, or blowing 
us into the next state. 
Meanwhile, over in 
the Bahamian Islands, 
they?re sitting on 
beach chairs outside, 
enjoying a cool 
beverage, and sitting 
by the fire pit. 
Outside the ocean is 
glimmering, and the 
sand is sparkling.     

That?s right, 
while us Jerseyans 
(yes that?s how it?s 
spelled!) are over 
here freezing our 
tushies off, people 
in the Bahamas are 
having the time of 
their lives like it?s the 
middle of summer. So 
I decided to do a litt le 
more research and 
experience it myself. 
For most of the 
Christmas Vacation I 
explored the warm 
wonders of the 
Bahamas.

I?m just going 
to tell you this 
straight out: it?s warm, 
and I don?t mean like 
wearing a sweatshirt 
warm,  I mean 

wearing two layers of 
blankets warm. It?s 
quite the drastic 
change don?tcha 
think? With this warm 
weather comes much 
more vegetation than 
we ever see during 
winter. This included 
palm trees, shrubs, 
and beautiful flowers 
we only see in the 
spring. The Bahamas 
is just simply full of all 
of this beautiful 
flowery. Meanwhile 
over here, all of our 
flowers are most 

likely wilting away 
under the snow. and 
freezing ground. 

Although, this 
isn?t the only thriving 
wildlife around these 
parts. Animals are 
also out and about, 
and sadly yes, that 
includes those pesky 
mosquitoes and other 
insects. But don?t let 
that give you the 
wrong idea, there are 
other kinds of 
animals that are 
much more 

fascinating than your 
average mosquito. 

Let?s ?dive? into 
the more interesting 
animals that roam 
under the waves. For 
example, there is the 
majestic yet 
monstrous looking 
stingray. While I was 
on my trip my older 
brother was scuba 
diving with a GoPro 
when he managed to 
capture the image of 
a nearby stingray. It 
was an amazing 
experience for him 

seeing one of them 
up close, and the 
best part is, he  
was only about 20 
feet out into the 
ocean!            

I?m sure you 
can conclude that 

there is a massive 
difference between 
New Jersey?s winters 
and Bahamas?s 
winters. Things such 
as, warm temps, 
vegetation, and the 
exotic animals  are 
everyday things to the 
residents of the area. 
So when you?re sitting 
by the fire drinking 
hot cocoa, someone 
your age could be out 
swimming by the 
beach with a stingray.  



THIS MONTH IN TIME...
By  REBECCA J OL I US

- Baseball?s American League is founded in 1900
- U.S. Challenger explodes, killing the crew which 

included Christa McAuliffe
- The first Winter Olympic Games are held in 

Chamonix, France in 1924
- The Beatles Spark the British Invasion
- The Simpsons make their first TV appearance 

(1990)
- The United States ratifies treaty with England 

ending the Revolutionary War (1784)
- Batman debuts on TV (1966) 
- The first ball was dropped in Times Square, New 

York in 1908 
- The 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

was ratified, guaranteeing the right of citizens to 
vote, regardless of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.

CARNIVAL 
BY SAM NARDONE

          There will be a school carnival that will 
be both free and fun (most of our favorite 
words) run by the Middle School 
administration on Friday, March 3rd from 6:00 
to 8:30 in the Middle School gym. Activities like 
hot shots (a ping pong ball shooting game), 
Guess How Many, and the Diva Corner (braids 
and nails) will be run by school clubs and 
organizations, like yours truly. 

Even though admission is free, you will 
still need to pay for food and drinks, like 
brownies and soda, and activities at each 
booth. Don?t want to spend any money? You 
can still come to hang out with your friends 
and listen to the band, which will be 
performing there as well. We hope to see you 
there! 

       2016 was 
unquestionably a 
historic year across 
the globe, 
specifically in the 
United States of 
America.  Not only 
was it the hottest 
year on record, but 
the tense campaign 
season came to its 
foreclosure, with the 
presidential election 
victory of Donald J. 
Trump.  However, 
this year wasn?t just 
plentiful of election 
news and other 
miscellaneous 

events, the year of 
2016 will go down in 
history for 
immensely 
extraordinary 
achievements and 
breakthroughs in 
the field of science. 

        To start off, in 
September of 2016 
a paper was 
published by an 
international team 
of researchers 
announcing the 
indefinite thus likely 
capability of an 
antibody for 
Alzheimer?s Disease.  

The document 
claims the antibody 
may be able to stave 
off Alzheimer?s 
effects as well as 
that it will be useful 
in early trials.  The 
antibody itself is 
developed from an 
immune cell found 
in the healthy 
elderly.  The 
antibody was 
proved capable 
when clearing all 
toxic proteins from 
brains of patients. 
 Continuing, a 
?life-forming? 

molecule was 
discovered in space. 
 A complex organic 
molecule called a 
chiral molecule was 
found in propylene 
oxide.   
Www.ranker .com /

list / great est -scien

t if ic-break t hroughs

-2016/am ylindor f f  
states that the 
molecule, 
?...displays 
characteristics of 
differences that 
match together with 
a mirror image 

SCIENCE BREAKTHROUGHS
By  BRI TTANY HRONI CH

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb3-amendments.htm
http://www.ranker.com/list/greatest-scientific-breakthroughs-2016/amylindorff
http://www.ranker.com/list/greatest-scientific-breakthroughs-2016/amylindorff
http://www.ranker.com/list/greatest-scientific-breakthroughs-2016/amylindorff
http://www.ranker.com/list/greatest-scientific-breakthroughs-2016/amylindorff


molecule.  Such 
characteristics are 
found in the building 
blocks of life, 
everything from 
proteins to 
enzymes.?  Lastly, in 
July of 2016 
researchers revealed 
nearly 100 new 
regions of the 
human brain.  They 
unveiled a new map 
of the human brain 
containing 97 

unknown regions: 
majority of these 
newly discovered 
regions holding high 
cognitive functions. 
Being that 2016 was 
a triumph when 
compared to the 
science world, you 
can bet there are a 
vast variety of 
predictions as to 
what 2017 for all of 
our scientists and 
researchers.  

Www.telegraph.co.

uk.com predicts that 
there will be, ?The 
rise of biometric 
identification 
technology, from 
fingerprints to vein 
scanners.?  As well as 
this, another writer 
on that website 
predicts that, 
?Artificial intelligence 
will come of age in 
2017, with AI 
assistants and Chat 

Bots.?  Personally, I 
am anxious as to 
what this new year 
will bring for us all, 
thus considering our 
leaps, strives, and 
advancements in 
technology. I am 
confident that an 
accurate prediction 
is that 2017 will be 
another momentous 
year, earning a place 
in the upcoming 
history books. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk.com
http://www.telegraph.co.uk.com

